Collaborative Learning Reading of Marc Harshman’s Following the Silence                   *Make complete sentences only for questions with asterisk.  Work in Collaborative Learning groups or alone.  Turn in one sheet with all names of those who collaborated:  ______________________________________________________
1)  The poems in Following the Silence give the reader an understanding of the ephemerality of time, place, and people, as well as some sense of life’s permanence. While questions about life’s meaning are always in the forefront of the poet’s mind, the answers are not all necessarily to be found, except perhaps through side-long glimpses and indirectly here and there. Read the poem “Following the Silence”; what is the central thing the speaker says we must do to achieve even glimpses of understanding? __________________

2)  *Why do you think the poet puts so much faith in “crickets / and frogs and birds,” and such small creatures of the forest in coming to some understanding about life’s meaning? Explain.
3) What does the poet mean in the poem “Seeing Is Believing” when he writes: “See the rolling acres of pink flowers, / the grey clouds of birds, their hovering? /Begin believing you can.” _____________________________________________________________________________
4) Look at the poem “Locust Grove.” How specifically does the artist help us on our journey to understanding the world around us? ______________________________________
5) What is the controlling image in the poem “Cat Burglar” which describes the way the poet or visual artist enlightens us? ________________   Explain this image.
6) *Harshman believes in the ubiquitousness of our stories. Look at the poem “Red Hen and Small Woman.” What does the poet saying about finding “stories” when he writes: “I watch a bent woman walk resolutely on / into the racing fog and wonder”?
7) Though the fragility of life is keenly felt in the Following the Silence collection, there is little sense of lament or keening.  Who exactly is the poet referencing when he writes: “Everyone here agrees that, though collagen once ruled, / held things together, and does so no more, / they’re not sad, but happy for the chance to fly”? _____________ 

8)  Following the Silence offers the reader an array of characters to ponder who provide unexpected food for thought. What does the “Union Organizer” tell us about persistence?

9) Some of the poems in this volume are attempts to comment on life situations. Look at “Catherine.” What is the topic of this social justice poem?  _________________
10)  Like Keats who embraced the “material sublime,” Marc Harshman is clearly the poet of things in the “here and now.” He closes this exquisite volume with the poem “Just Here, Where There Are Horses.” What is the message or lesson that he wishes we might learn from creatures of nature about living our lives? ________________                                                                                      Bonus Option (5 pts): Titles are always significant for writers. Come to consensus in your group about the meaning of Harshman’s enigmatic title of this volume? 
